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“Where are you all ? I have already

reached. Come fast, you will miss the

: beautiful sunset in the heart of
SCARLE | DAYS palasha and deodar...come soon...”
/ Smita Chakraborty, Whenever this spring eves, my heart

PG 3rd semester, Department of English. goes back to him, his thoughts, our
higher secondary days, my first love...
The bastard teak is brimming with new
buds, each of whom resemble the beaks

of parrot chicklings.
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The full bloom bastard teak or palasha tree
within coming days will blossom itself in red
adorns. Meghan, you know these scarlet
blossoms this year are same back to when |
had met you. How winsome yet outré our life
is, isn’t it! We intrigue it to be something,
while it ends out like chalk and cheese. This
school campus has not changed a bit. In the
womb of deodar, the thriving red palasha, and
pink and white bougainvillea make the
campus in the spring an illusionary landscape.
The cooking cuckoo, the smell of blooming
jasmine and roses as well as the buds of
mango pampered by the bordoisila makes me
reminiscence all our old memories. How
beautiful those days were isn't it ...

19th February, 2016 it was. It was the turn of
our class for library duties. So, | was assigned
for data management for a week. The library
was not usually a crowded place, especially
during the late February afternoon, when the
bunch of students were either engaged in
sports, or chitchatting after classes. The mid-
days used to be warm compared to morning
with cold breeze brewing since dusk. Our
campus was fashioned in green carpet of all
plants and trees bearing new leaves. Amongst
the greens, some old and red leaves shown
bright with the dwindling rays. The red bricks
of the buildings shinned bright with the sun
making its bed. Finishing all the upgradation
task, basking in the noon sun, | eating my
tangerine, when | saw a pile of books
suddenly being stationed in my desk. Betwixt
the books, a honey skin was sparkling in the
fading hues of sun. An enthusiast pair of
almond eyes were clemently peeping at me.

“No! only two books at a time.” “Can | please
burrow them all ? | will return them within this
week.” “You shall not finish them all in a week
but if you please you can read them all here”
“Okay, fine.”, he said grumpily. And after that
Meghan was the constant face for a week. He
was a keen reader of biology and history
books. He had a handsome face, and an
athletic built.

O 929 | AU AL | 03¢

Though being in twelfth standard and a NEET
aspirant, he was a sports savant too,
especially engaging in basketball and
athletics. We wused to discuss historical
fictions at times and in no time were
acquaintances.

March came in full fervour and my life had its
spring season too. Our institution wore the
smell of fleshly bloomed jasmines, orchids,
ironwoods and wax flowers. The red floors
were embedded in fallen palasha and
bougainvillea. Like the red palasha, my heart
too was in full blossom. | never knew when
but | had fallen for my senior Meghan. | had
decided to gift him a painting of the library
and the palashatree near it and ask him out...

“Sahitya ! you are yet so punctual.”, called out
Achintya. Asha, his finance, Roy along with
Shayari had accompanied him. We all were
classmates in S.R.M residential school in
Nameri during our HS days. It was our school
reunion and we all were meeting each other
after years. “How fast we grew up isn’t it?”,
Roy sighed. “Time is that flowing stream
which waits for none” “How are you Sahitya ?
You have made a good name all over the
state as a veterinary doctor”, added Asha.
“No... its nothing of that sort. | just wanted to
work for the those living beings who cannot
voice out their miseries like us. Just a small
step to make their make their life beautiful.”
“Do you still draw” “Not as usual as then but
once in a week for sure.”

With our tittle-tattle, as we were moving
towards our old classrooms, my eyes caught
the topper’'s board. Meghan Choudhury -
2016 (Science). Meghan was the topper for
the year 2016 and that very year had
achieved a seat in a top medical institute of
the country. “Sahitya, do you remember
Meghan Dada, your first love? How deeply you
armoured him secretly. You were so
passionate that you even painted for him...”,
whispered Shayari. | kept mum. Inside a voice
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echoed you still love him, Sahitya. How behind
closed doors, | wished to see him. But he is
nowhere... however the serene spring breeze
flowing around was crying aloud, | am always
there by you! All of us reached the auditorium
decorated on the theme of seasons- Spring,
Summer, Autumn and Winter. Almost all
passing batches of last twenty years had
gathered. The sky was starlit with humans but
maybe the brightest of star was behind the
clouds.

It was the summer of 2022. | was a trainee
vet working in a civil hospital. Summer was
typically warm with soaring temperatures. |
was posted in Digha then. Despite the
heating, the beaches were always crowded
particularly by the couples. The dusk sky with
the falling hues and rising tides was a sight to
crave for ! The cascade of blue waves shown
at moon light with warm June heat and
scintillating sky was something at Digha that
people gathered for. On one such eventide,
when the moon had half shone in the purple
sky, | was traipsing whimsically after my shift
when | stumbled upon a wheel chair. A similar
face was glaring in the wanning moon. But |
could not believe my vision. “Sahitya ! what a
pleasant surprise.” “Meghan dada, How are
you?” “As good as before...” And then the
whole evening had passed with small talks
about school days. These old days chatting
made me remember that March of 2016
when | had completed the painting but could
not give it to him, not for | lack courage but as
he already had his lady luck. Heartbroken, |
had thrown the canvas, but only to be
procured by Shayari. She submitted it with my
name in the inter-school exhibition where it
had won the first prize. She later surprised me
with the prize and then | had to spill the beans
of my metaphorical disease.

Meghan dada had joined as the new resident
doctor in our hospital. During one of the late-
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night shifts when there were few cases, while
dining together, Meghan blew the gaff about
his condition. He was the victim of ragging
back in his graduating days. Since he had
complaint about the ragging conditions of his
hostel, the culprits were expelled when found
proofs. As an act of revenge, on one evening
while returning to the mess, he was pitifully
run over by a speeding car. By prayers, he was
alive but was paralysed for lifetime. The ones
guilty were never caught because of their
influential background. With great dedication
and hard work, he had completed his MBBS.

Over days, our bond grew stronger. We went
on beach strolling, late night walks, dinners
and ice-cream treats whenever we had leisure
time though it was unusual. Our hospital too
like our school had palasha trees. We used to
eat our lunches at the shadow of the orchard
and gossip about our school days. On one
such eve, | was sitting there alone waiting for
him when | received a call from his friend that
Meghan was hospitalised due to over strain.
As | reached his cabin, | found him completing
his practical dismissing all the concern of the
nurses. Assuring the nurse, | volunteered to
complete his turn of tasks. Though, he
objected by | was not ready to listen and
eventually he had to give in. Slowly our bond
begun to grew stronger...

As our reunion proceedings were steady,
came for the turn of speeches. It was the end
of the ceremony. The last speech was by our
vice-principal.

Dear Alumni, Faculty, and Friends,

As we bring this memorable reunion to a
close, | am filled with a deep sense of
gratitude and pride. Today has been a
beautiful celebration of our shared history,
the friendships that have stood the test of
time, and the incredible journeys that each of
you has embarked upon since leaving these
halls.... Your stories of success, resilience,
and growth are the true legacy of our
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institution. It has been a joy to reconnect,
reminisce, and reflect on the moments that
have shaped us. As we part ways once again,
I hope you carry with you the warmth and
camaraderie of this gathering. May it serve as
a reminder that no matter where life takes us,
we are forever connected by the experiences
we shared here. At the end, | request all to
pray few minutes for the salvation of Meghan
Choudhury, our topper from 2016 batch. Last
December, he had left for his journey in
heavenly abode. May his soul rests in peace.

The last words of the speech were a thunder
stroke to many present there, especially to
ones from 2016 and 2017 batches. But | was
not shocked for | knew he and his memories
always reside in my core. My friends seeing
me has guessed that | knew everything and
hence were more bewildered. “When did you
know and what had happened? Sahitya
please say to us”, pleaded they...

It was the September of 2023. My and
Meghan’s bond had grown stronger. | had
completed my MBBS and we had moved in
the same condo. Though we formally never
shared our enunciations, but our connection
was not like before. Also, Meghan’s condition
has worsened from before due to working long
shifts. He was to undergo an essential surgery
but the survival chances were marginal. But |
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was all hopeful. That autumn was the most
aesthetic and breathtaking one. From
collecting xewali flowers to siting near the
Durga idol to lighting Diwali diyas, we had the
best time.

December 2023 was decided for Meghan's
surgery. | had full hopes that Meghan’s zeal
for life and unuttered feelings for life would
never bring him back. The palasha trees in
the winter were naked with brown leaves lying
all around. But was astonishing that only one
leaf sticking to it as if it was abiding all the
cold gust and drooping temperature. And one
day the last leaf was broken off by the gust of
storm...

“Do you still love him, Sahitya?”, enquired
Roy. | evaded it and went towards the library
station near the palasha tree. Somewhere a
voice echoed within myself

‘I do and probably would always do. My love
was not the like the scarlet days of life -
sunny once and dark on the other day. Nor is
it liking the scarlet blossoms of spring to be
wiped by winter. My love was like that memory
of scarlet palasha blossom that binds heart,
that cheers mind, that reminds of good days,
that motivates, that teaches to love...” ||}
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"Echoes of the Tangkhul
Soul: Unveiling Birendra
Kumar Bhattacharya's
'Yaruingam'

,[Porishmita Phukan

Birendra Kumar Bhattacharya was a luminary
figure in Assamese literature, leaving an
indelible mark on the literary landscape. He
was a versatile writer who contributed

significantly to various genres, including

TRIIVY

O I | AU AL | 03¢

novels, short stories, and poetry.
Bhattacharya's writing was characterized by
its depth, simplicity, and elegance, making
him one of the most celebrated writers of
his time.

One of his most notable achievements
was receiving the Jnanpith Award in 1979 for
his novel "Mrityunjay", making him the first
Assamese writer to receive this prestigious
honor. He was also the recipient of the
Sahitya Akademi Award in 1961 for his novel

"lyaruingam", a testament to his literary
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prowess. Bhattacharya's notable works include
"lyaruingam", "Mrityunjay", and "Aai",
showcasing his mastery over storytelling and his
ability to weave complex themes into compelling
narratives. His writing often explored the human
condition, delving into themes such as identity,
culture, and social change.

As a pioneer of modern Assamese literature,
Bhattacharya played a significant role in shaping
the literary landscape of his time. He was also
an influential figure, inspiring generations of
writers and readers alike through his work and
his editorial contributions, including his work on
Ramdhenu. His legacy continues to be celebrated,
and his writing remains a testament to his
enduring impact on Assamese literature.

Birendra Kumar Bhattacharya's novel,
"Yaruingam", is a powerful exploration of the
lives of the Tangkhul Nagas in Nagaland, India.
The story revolves around Rishang, a Tangkhul
youth who seeks to bring peace and guidance to
his
inspired by the teachings of Mahatma Gandhi

community through non-violent means,

and Jesus. Set against the backdrop of World
War II and the Japanese occupation of Nagaland,
the novel vividly portrays the socio-economic
struggles of the Naga people and the importance
of preserving their indigenous culture. Through
Rishang's journey, Bhattacharya highlights the
impact of external influences on Naga society
and the potential of non-violent resistance in
bringing about positive change. The novel is a

testament to Bhattacharya's immersive

RIESIE!

eI =9 1 22w L 1 03¢
of
Tangkhul Naga life and culture. The author's

storytelling and his authentic portrayal
own experiences as a teacher in the Tangkhul
Naga community in Ukhrul, Nagaland, lend a
sense of authenticity to the narrative, making it
a compelling read.
Bhattacharya's writing is marked by its
simplicity, elegance, and depth, drawing the
reader into the world of the Tangkhul Nagas.
The novel's exploration of themes such as
cultural preservation, socio-economic struggles,
and non-violent resistance continues to resonate
with readers today, making it a timeless classic
of Indian literature. "Yaruingam" is a landmark
novel in  Assamese literature, earning
Bhattacharya the prestigious Sahitya Akademi
Award, and cementing his place as one of the
greatest Assamese writers of all time.
The novel's impact extends beyond its literary
merit, offering a glimpse into the complexities of
Naga society and the struggles of its people.
Through "Yaruingam", Bhattacharya has created
a work of lasting significance, one that continues
to inspire and educate readers about the rich
cultural heritage of Nagaland and the power of
non-violent resistance.
In conclusion, Birendra Kumar Bhattacharya's
"Yaruingam" is a masterpiece of Indian
literature, showcasing his literary genius and his
deep understanding of the human condition. The
novel's themes, characters, and narrative
continue to captivate readers, making it a
timeless classic that will endure for generations

to come. ||
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,l Deepanwita Borpatragohain

3" Sem, English Department

The cold, gentle, yet bizarre air,

Smelling like an unknown fragrance. Yet, October felt like a yearnful turbulence,
Unleashing every corner of the deciduous Of despised love,

Like a mapled turned city map. Of despised self,

It was never the air, but it’s essence As if the sailor would never reach her shore,
That got carried through. And the writer would never write her

The twelve monthed epoch slowly coming to closure;

a new halt for the eleventh, Yet she will do. I gravely believed.

While they were heavy about dreams being She never left the flame,

built, It did became a dim light

October was heavier on my forbearance. But brightened with more love,

It caught my breath in a bang-in way, By hands closer holding the flame,

Took me away from wishes, They never failed her.

Took some of my hours “October, you were like a shipwreck,

Only to refill it with a new ink of blue. Dreadful, eerie, stormy.

Always been the bemused yearner of riddles, You did break me,

The sailor of the rollercoasted ships. I would be a liar if I said you did n’t.
While ships sink, I hold on, You did made me fall out of love,

Catching my breath as if fading away always But you did made me full of love again.”

been the fear.




Anti-Multiculturalism:

Ethics of Non-Interest in

a Fragmented World

/ Monoj Kumar Boruah
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Introduction: The Moral Collapse of the Modern World
The twentieth century witnessed not only the devastation of two
world wars but also the exhaustion of the moral ideals that had
guided modernity. The foundation of the Enlightenment i.e. the
faith in reason and universal human values collapsed under the
weight of violence and imperialism. Out of this crisis emerged
postmodernism, a mode of thought that rejected all grand
narratives and absolute truths. Yet the same intellectual
movement that liberated humanity from dogma also left it
morally adrift. By dismantling every universal framework,
postmodernism generated a world of mental duality and
detachment from originality, a world where people recognize
multiple perspectives but commit to none.

In this context of moral exhaustion, postmodernism also
worked as a path towards multiculturalism that arose as both a
political and ethical response to it. It sought to affirm difference,
celebrate plurality and construct coexistence in a fragmented
world. Yet as this essay argues, multiculturalism ultimately
failed to restore peace or moral integrity because it remained

grounded in vested interests such as the politics of recognition,

inclusion and tolerance that often serve power rather than truth.
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To overcome this limitation, this essay proposes
a new  theoretical  framework:  anti-
multiculturalism. This theory does not reject
diversity but instead demands an ‘acceptance
without interest’, a disinterested ethics rooted in
what may be called the psychology of non-
interest. Only by transcending interested
tolerance can humanity approach genuine
universal peace.

The Ethical Dilemmas of Postmodernism:
Postmodernism emerged from a deep suspicion
toward universal reason. Thinkers such as Jean-
Frangois Lyotard, Michel Foucault and Jacques
Derrida argued that the Enlightenment ideal of
universal truth often disguised domination of
Europe over its colonies, of men over women
and of reason over emotion. By deconstructing
these meta-narratives, postmodernism opened up
space for multiple voices and interpretations. But
this liberation carried a cost: the disappearance
of moral certainty. When all truths become
relative, the very idea of moral responsibility
becomes fragile. Zygmunt Bauman described this
as the “postmodern condition” where ethics
survives only in fragments often paralyzed by
over-awareness of plurality. The individual
surrounded by competing truths becomes
divided being, a state can be termed as mental
duality. Detached from any common moral
foundation, humanity loses the capacity for
shared commitment. What remains is an anxious
pluralism: a coexistence of difference without
moral connection.

This ethical vacuum allowed political liberalism
to reinterpret postmodern pluralism in practical

terms. The result was multiculturalism, a system

faor 929 | AN A1 03¢
designed to manage diversity without resolving
its moral tensions.

Multiculturalism as the Political Face of
Postmodern Ethics:

Multiculturalism, in its modern form, emerged in
the late twentieth century as liberal democracies
grappled with immigration, minority rights,
decolonization etc. Philosophers such as Charles
Taylor, Will Kymlicka and Iris Marion Young
framed it as an ethics of recognition and
inclusion. In theory, multiculturalism offered an
answer to postmodern fragmentation: if
universal truth could not be recovered, then
peaceful coexistence among different truths
could be institutionalized through equality and
respect for identity. However Bhikhu Parekh
writes, multiculturalism translated postmodern
plurality into a politics of identity, a framework
administered by the state, managed by
institutions and often guided by economic or
geopolitical ~ interests.  Diversity =~ became
something to be governed, not understood.
According to Zizek, it celebrated coexistence, but
only within the boundaries of market liberalism
and national security. The result was a paradox:
societies praised for tolerance continued to
reproduce inequalities and cultural hierarchies.
Acceptance became strategic tolerance which
became a gesture of inclusion that preserved the
structures of domination.

Multiculturalism, therefore, functioned less as an
ethical revolution and more as a political
compromise. It responded to the postmodern
crisis not with a moral vision but with
managerial pluralism. The world, though more
colourful in rhetoric, remained violent in

substance.
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The Crisis of Multiculturalism:

The twenty-first century has exposed the
internal  contradictions of multiculturalism.
Phenomenon like globalization and migration
have multiplied cultural interactions, but they
have not diminished conflict. Instead, cultural
difference has often been weaponized and
mobilized by nationalism, populism and market
capitalism alike. The wars in the Middle East, the
resurgence of xenophobia in Europe and
identity-based violence across continents reveal
that the acceptance of difference does not
guarantee peace.

At its core, multiculturalism suffers from an
ethical deficit. It accepts all diversities but rarely
questions the motives behind that acceptance.
Governments celebrate multicultural festivals
while tightening borders; corporations preach
inclusivity while exploiting cultural symbolism
for profit. Even academic discourses on diversity
sometimes operate within systems of recognition
that reward strategic representation rather than
genuine understanding. In short,
multiculturalism includes with interest of
stability or gain without embracing the moral
truth.

e T 1 22w 1 03¢

This instrumental acceptance perpetuates the
very violence it claims to overcome. When
coexistence becomes conditional on benefit,
peace becomes a transaction. To transcend this
moral failure, a new ethical orientation is
required, one that accepts diversity without
interest, one that restores sincerity to the act of
recognition. This orientation can be called anti-
multiculturalism. Anti-Multiculturalism: Toward
an Ethics of Non-Interest:

Anti-multiculturalism is not a rejection of
diversity; it is a critique of interested
coexistence. It recognizes that the political
project of multiculturalism has been shaped by
the same self-interested logic that governs
markets and  states.  Anti-multiculturalism
therefore proposes a transformation from
political tolerance to moral disinterest, from the
inclusion of difference for advantage to the
acceptance of difference as an ethical necessity.
It is a moral and political framework that
accepts diversity while rejecting all forms of
interested acceptance, that is, coexistence
motivated by strategic, economic or ideological

gain. It grounds coexistence in the psychology of

non-interest, cultivating a selfless disposition as
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the foundation for universal Core

principles of Anti-multiculturalism include:

peace.

1. Disinterested Coexistence

Genuine peace requires inner detachment from
the desire to control or profit from others. This
recalls Gandhi’s virtue of Aparigraha (non-
possession) and Kant’s notion of disinterested
moral duty.

2. Acceptance Without Interest

should the

expectation of harmony, capital, or benefit. It

Acceptance not depend on
must emerge from a sincere recognition of the
other as an end in themselves.

3. Ethics Beyond Identity

While multiculturalism politicizes identities, anti-
multiculturalism seeks to depoliticize them for
Identity should be

expression of being, not an instrument of

authentic  dialogue. an
negotiation.

4, Universalism Reimagined

Anti-multiculturalism reclaims universality, but
not in the imperial sense. It envisions a
universalism of non-interest, a shared moral
ground where individuals relate without
instrumental motive including domination and
motivation.

Philosophical Foundations

from  multiple
Kant, it

borrows the idea that morality has worth only

Anti-multiculturalism  draws

ethical traditions. From Immanuel
when disinterested. From Emmanuel Levinas, it
inherits the notion of responsibility to the
‘Other’ that precedes

Mahatma Gandhi,

self-interest. From
the

detachment as a precondition for truth and non-

it absorbs spirit  of

violence. From Bauman, it resonates with the

fragile, self-questioning ethics of postmodernity.
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Yet it differs from all of them by translating
these moral insights into the political realm,
where coexistence must be purified of strategic
motive.

The Psychology of Non-Interest:

Central to

the

psychology of non-interest. Peace cannot be

anti-multiculturalism  is
produced by laws or institutions alone; it must
arise from a psychological transformation within
individuals and societies. Modern politics is
the psychology of

including desire for recognition and gain. Even

dominated by interest

humanitarian discourses are often disguised
Anti-

multiculturalism calls for a counter-psychology: a

competitions  for  moral  capital.

mindset where the absence of self-interest
becomes the ground of ethical behaviour.
Such disinterestedness is not indifference. It is

an active form of openness, a willingness to

coexist without manipulation or profit. It
redefines freedom as freedom from interest,
enabling genuine empathy and universal

solidarity. In this sense, anti-multiculturalism
represents not a political strategy but a spiritual
politics: a reconciliation of ethics and being.
Conclusion: Toward Universal Peace Beyond
Interest

Postmodernism shattered the moral certainties
of modernity but failed to replace them with a
stable  ethical

attempted to fill that void by institutionalizing

horizon. Multiculturalism

tolerance, yet its politics of recognition remained
bound by The

persistence of global violence and inequality

interest and calculation.
reveals that diversity alone cannot ensure peace.
Anti-multiculturalism emerges, therefore, as a

necessary correction or a new moral philosophy
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for a world fatigued by relativism and hypocrisy.
It does not oppose diversity; it opposes
interested acceptance. It proposes an ethics of
non-interest, where coexistence is grounded in
sincerity, detachment, and shared humanity.
Only when the structures of interest are
dissolved can humanity rediscover universal

peace, not the universalism of domination, but
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that of disinterested compassion. In a world that
accepts everything yet believes in nothing, anti-
multiculturalism calls for a return to the moral
center: the capacity to accept without motive, to
coexist without possession, and to love without
gain. That alone can heal the fractured

consciousness of our postmodern age. [
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